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Robin J. Lake 
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University of Washington                                                                       fax: (206) 221-7402 
Seattle, WA 98195                                                                                     rlake@u.washington.edu 

 
 
Robin Lake is Associate Director of the Center on Reinventing Public Education (CRPE) at the 
University of Washington’s Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs where she conducts 
research and develops new proposals for major K-12 public school system governance reforms, 
including charter schools, public school contracting, and standards-based accountability systems. 
She currently directs the Center's National Charter School Research Project, an effort to improve 
the balance, rigor, and application of charter school research.  
 
-Professional Experience- 
 
7/94 - present   Center on Reinventing Public Education, University of Washington 

Director, National Charter School Research Project (since 2004) 
Associate Director (since 1996) 
Research Associate (1994 to 1996) 

 
1/93 - 7/94 Washington State House of Representatives Legislative Aide. 
 
6/92 - 11/92 The Greg Fisher Campaign: Candidate for State Legislator. 

Campaign Manager. 
 
8/91 - 8/92 The Fisher/Hoyt Group 

Public Affairs Consultant. 
 
-Education-  
 
M.P.A.  Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs, Education and Urban Policy  

University of Washington, June 2003. 
 

B.A.   Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies  
University of Washington, March 1990. 

 
-Books, Publications and Articles-  

Lake, R.J., Hill, P. (December 5, 2007) Hopes, Fears, &Reality: A Balanced Look at American 
 Charter Schools in 2007, Ed. National Charter School Research Project, Center on 
 Reinventing Public Education 
 
Lake, R.J. (2007) Review of Charter Schools: Hope or Hype by Jack Buckley and Mark Schneider 
 
Robin Lake and Paul T. Hill (2007). “Charter School Governance,” in Charter School Outcomes, 
 ed. Mark Berends et al. (Washington, DC: National Center on School Choice) 
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Lake, R. J. (2007). Identifying and Replicating the “DNA” of Successful Charter Schools: 
 Lessons from the Private Sector. National Charter School Research Project Research 
 Brief, Center on Reinventing Public Education 
 
Lake, R.J., Hill, P. (2006) Hopes, Fears, & Reality: A Balanced Look at American Charter 

Schools in 2006, Ed. National Charter School Research Project, Center on 
Reinventing Public Education 

 
Lake, Robin (2006). Holding Charter Authorizers Accountable: Why It Is Important and How It  

Might Be Done. National Charter School Research Panel White Paper Series, No. 1, 
Seattle, Center on Reinventing Public Education 
 

National Charter School Research Consensus Panel (2006) Key Issues in Studying Charter  
Schools and Achievement: A Review and Suggestions for National Guidelines, National 
Charter School Research Project White Paper Series, No. 2, Seattle, Center on 
Reinventing Public Education 
 

Lake, R.J., Hill, P. (2005) Hopes, Fears, & Reality: A Balanced Look at American Charter 
Schools in 2005, Ed. National Charter School Research Project, Center on 
Reinventing Public Education 

 
Lake R.J., Rainey, L. (2005) Chasing the Blues Away: Charter Schools Scale Up in Chicago.  

Progressive Policy Institute.  
 
Lake, R. J. (2004) School Districts Choosing to Charter. National Association of Charter School  

Authorizers. Issue Brief Number 6.  
 
Lake, R J. (2004). Seeds of Change in the Big Apple: Chartering Schools in New York City.  

Progressive Policy Institute.  
 
Lake, R.J. (2004). Building Excellence in Charter School Authorizing: Critical Design Issues and  

Illustrations. National Association of Charter School Authorizers.  
 
Lake, R., Rainey, L. (2004). Accelerating Success: A Design Guide for Starting a New School  

Incubator. Center on Reinventing Public Education. University of Washington. 
 
Lake, R. J. (2003). Marginal Impact: Time’s Too Short for One Kid at a Time – A Review of the  

Small Schools Literature. Education Next. 
 
Lake, R. J. (2002). The Unexpected Accountability: Charter Schools and Accountability to  

Outside Organizations. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational  
Research Association, New Orleans.  

 
Lake, R. J., Winger, A. & Petty, J. (2002). The New Schools Handbook: Strategic Advice for  

Successful School Start-Up in Partnership with School District Officials, Staff, and  
Community Members. Center on Reinventing Public Education. University of  
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Washington. 
 
Hill, P. T. & Lake, R. J. with Celio, M. (2002). Charter Schools and Accountability in Public  

Education. Washington D.C.: Brookings Press. 
 
Hill, P. T. & Lake, R. J. (2002). Standards and Accountability in Washington State. In D.  

Ravitch (Ed.) Brookings Papers on Education Policy 2002. Washington D.C.: Brookings  
Press. 

 
Lake, R. J., McCarthy, M., Taggart, S., & Celio, M. (2000). Making Standards Stick: A Follow- 

Up Look at Washington State’s School Improvement Efforts in 1999-2000. Center on  
Reinventing Public Education. University of Washington.  

 
Lake, R. J., Hill, P. T., O’Toole, L., Celio, M. (1999). Making Standards Work: Active Voices,  

Focused Learning. Center on Reinventing Public Education. University of Washington. 
 

Hill, P. T., Lake, R. J. (1997). Toward a K-12 Education Accountability System in Washington  
State. Center on Reinventing Public Education. University of Washington. 
Hill, P. T., Bryk, A. et. al.(1997). Building Systems of Schools: A Cross-Site Analysis of 
School System Decentralization. Center on Reinventing Public Education. University of 
Washington. 

 
Millot, M. D. with Lake, R. J. (1997). Creating a Market for Public Schools: Lessons Learned  

from Early Implementation of the Massachusetts Charter School Statute. Center on 
Reinventing Public Education. University of Washington. 

 
Millot, M. D., Lake, R. J. (1996). So You Want to Start a Charter School? Strategic Advice for  

Applicants. Center on Reinventing Public Education. University of Washington. 
Millot, M. D., Hill, P. T. Lake, R. J. (1996, June). Charter Schools: Escape or Reform? 
Education Week. 

 
-Selected Presentations, Testimony, and Assistance- 

Panelist, Charter Schools: What’s the Evidence and How Should It Be Used? National Academy  

of Sciences. July 2005.  
 
Panelist, Supporting Quality Charter Schools: A Symposium for Progressive Legislators. June  

2005.  
 
Panelist, From the Margins to the Mainstream: Building a Stronger Charter School Movement.  

Sponsored by the Progressive Policy Institute. July 2003 
 
Invited testimony on charter schools and standards-based reform. Education Committees,  

Washington State House of Representatives and Senate. February 2003.  
 
Invited testimony on charter school accountability. Washington State Academic Achievement,  

and Accountability Commission. January 2003.  
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Technical assistance to San Diego Unified School District to help develop the District’s charter  

school policy. May 2002.  
 
Technical assistance to Chester-Upland School District to assist in the District’s contracting  

process. January 2001 
 
Key Note Address: New American Schools Annual Conference. March 2000 


